YINELAIR

BUY THIS BOOZE

o ° The 25 Best Sparkling
o Wines for 2024 (That
° Aren’t Champagne or

Prosecco)

° WORDS: KEITH BEAVERS
o O ILLUSTRATION: SARA PINSONAULT
(o) le) ° PUBLISHED: DECEMBER 18, 2024

f X P =

Wine that sparkles is as ancient as wine itself. The natural process of second fermentation has been a part of
winemaking for a millennium. It's only in the modern era that we figured out how to harness those bubbles, trapping
them in glass under atmospheres of pressure akin to a car tire.

The most well-known regions for sparkling wine are France's prestigious Champagne and ltaly’s easy-drinking
Prosecco. Champagne is known for the area’s rich history and for making wine in the time-intensive Champagne
method — also known as the traditional method — that includes second fermentation and aging in the bottle. This
leads to wines with great complexity. Prosecco, on the other hand, is famous for using the Charmat method, which
conducts second fermentation in a large vat with pressure controls to dial in how much pressure is desired in the final
wine. This leads fo a fresh, aromatic style of wine.

But there’s a big world out with a wide range of sparkling wine to be had outside of these two powerhouse regions. A
lot of amazing, even life- changing, bubbles from Oregon and Maryland to Italy and Spain. We were so excited o taste
through hundreds of bottles of bubbly, and as we did, one thing became very clear: The U.S. is not playing when it
comes to this category. We're calling them American Sparklers (a term coined by VinePair's tastings director Keith
Beavers) and they are plentiful and deserving of so much attention.

So read on to find out why we had so much fun with this list and get ready to sip everything from sparkling Viognier to
the classic Pinot Noir and Chardonnay combo. Here are the best sparkling wines (outside of Champagne and
Prosecco) for 2024.

Langlois Crémant de Loire Brut Réserve NV

The Loire Valley has been making wine from the Chenin Blanc variety for
centuries. The original bubblies of Vouvray from this grape were called, what is
now in vogue, pétillant-naturel (pét-nat) or mousseux. So it is only natural that we
give a nod to the region. Made from 100 percent Chenin Blanc sourced from six
distinct vineyards across the winery’s 175 acres, this wine shows a specific sense
of place. The soft nose offers hints of roasted honey and a whisper of herbs. The
palate has a calm perlage with a tight concentration of fruit and a slight grip.
The finish is balanced and delightful.

Average Price: $31
Rating: 92
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