FOOD&WINE

How to Support Your Favorite
Wineries During the Pandemic

The wine business is a social industry. It's always been built on relationships
between wineries, wine lovers, and all the places where people can buy and
enjoy wine. That solid foundation is now in jeopardy in the wake of the
coronavirus pandemic.

The wine industry as a whole is bracing for the reality of continued uncertainty.

From California to Oregon and Washington, east to Texas, Virginia, and New
York, along with every state in America where wine is made, wineries are
adapting as fast as they can. The best advice the industry is giving itself is: don’t
panic; and to everyone else the message is: keep buying wine.

So, how can you help American
wineries?

The short answer is: buy wine. Shipping is still an essential business. But don’t
stop there—stay engaged via virtual tastings on Facebook Live, Instagram, and
Zoom. (One winemaker, John Benedetti from Santé Arcangeli in the Santa Cruz
Mountains, threatened to take a tequila shot for every 12 bottles of wine sold
during a "Wreck the Winemaker" live tasting on Facebook Live, which, yeah,
could get messy.) And if you subscribe to a winery mailing list, read their emails.
Many are sending creative in-home recipes and pairing ideas and a bevy of rich
content to help take your mind off the impending doom and gloom that radiates
from local and national news outlets.

Here is a long list of most recent notifications to hit our inboxes. This is by no
means a complete list, and while it skews heavily California, it does include a
smattering of notifications from other states. There are many more offers
popping up every day, too. The best advice may be to think of the wines you love
from all over, reach out to those wineries, and find out how you can help.
Chances are, like the wineries below, they’re offering discounts, savings on
shipping, and savings on case-purchases. It’s a great time to help out, and after
all, you’ll also end up with some bottles of great wine.



Here's an Extensive List of Promotions,
Virtual Tastings, and More

Individual Wineries

Chateau Montelena (Napa): Offering a special package that includes a mix-and-
match half or full case (6 or 12 bottles) of Montelena’s current releases; 1 copy of
“Bottle Shock” the feel-good film based on Chateau Montelena's win at the 1976
Judgment of Paris starring Alan Rickman and Chris Pine; a complimentary wine
tasting once tasting rooms reopen; additionally offering no contact, curbside
pickup for locals and $1 shipping on all 12-case orders. Owner Bo Barrett and
winemaker Matt Crafton will also be hosting digital happy hours via Instagram
live to connect with wine drinkers at home.




